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‘Much of the tragedy of the world is due tothe inability of people 
to think thoughts that are large enough to lead us out.” 


. The Christian enterprise needs men 


and women cf large heart. and mind. 
If we saw more clearly the wide hori- 
zons we should be less troubled with 
the little hindrances and interruptions 


‘to each day’s work. An even temper, 


long patience, readiness to start again 
cheerfully when all our work has been 
destroyed, the quietness and confidence 
that grow out of secret communion— 
are not these some of the things that 
count most in building the city of 
God? 


Many lives seem to Ve out of gear in 


some subtle way. They just miss the - 


balance and poise that ensure smooth 
work even at high pressure. Yet it 
is these qualities which ought pecu- 


Jiarly to mark the disciple of Jesus 


Christ. With what ca!m He faced 


Opposition and misunderstanding! 


How patient he was with the stupidi- 
ties of his disciples! 
adjusted and balanced his whole life 
seems as contrasted with our one-sided 
personalities ! 


There is one direction in which this 
lack of proportionate development has 


often resulted in strain, not only in 


the individual but in the Christian 
society. The mind and the soul need 
to grow -together. A mind which 


advances too rapidly for the soul leads - 


to cleverness without principle, to 
knowledge without reverence. Even 
in the Church there are many such 


_ @ases. Men acquire knowledge on 
any subjects, in themselves very im- 
portant, and become arrogant, cock 


How perfectly: 


Joseph Fort Newton. 
** Maintain the spiritial glow ”’ 
Rom, XII, (Moffatt) 


sure, intolerant of opposition. One 


cannot meet them in argument, per-— 


haps, and therefore one is only a sub- 
ject for scorn. Such knowledge 
‘‘ puffeth up.”’ It tends to division. 
Argument. is irritating rather than 
persuasive. A man becomes more 


keen to prove that he is right and you — 


are wrong, than to discover the truth 
of which even his opponent may 


possess some fragment. The life gives — 
forth a clanging sound which jars on 


the sensitive ear. Even where he is 
right such an one throws his hearers 


into violent antagonism just because | 


he puts his ease in so provocative a 
way. 


On the other hand we have the 
phenomenon of the person who sets 
knowledge at naught. He distrusts 
the mind which God has given him. 
He lives in a world of emotion and 
beautiful phrases. Try to pin him 
down to a concrete proposition and he 
runs away into the forest of sentiment- 
alism. Always working for a fresh 


emotional crisis he forgets that man 


cannot live on these things alone, and 
has a mind as well as a heart with 
which to love and worship God. Ad- 
vance in the spiritual life for such a 
person is simply a new wave of fine 
feelings and enthusiasm. But instead 
of this being a real forward move it is 
simply the washing back and forth of 
the tides of emotion on the shores of 
life. How can such an one win strong 
men and women into the Kingdom? 


The falsetto screech soon replaces the 
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song which stirs the deeps of person- 


ality. 


Truly and beautifully does Tenny- 
son warn us against either of these 
extremes; 
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of life is arid and profitless. 
to argue or merely to feel deeply will 


help Saul the distracted king. 


a 
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more he sees the truth of the‘might of suf- to 
. i fering Love. Sast River, West River, North River, © 
Four Cities and Swatow, covering 


That mind and soul, according well, 
May make ome music as before— 
But vaster.” 


This isour need in China--the vaster 
music which comes from growth of 
mind and soul in perfect harmony. 
The retreat which is nothing but an 
emotional storm is a spiritual luxury 
which disintegrates the fibre of our 
inner life. The discussion which 
moves only in the plain of dialectic 
and never touches the deeper springs 
Merely 


not be enough. Combine thought and 


feeling, discussion and prayer, the 


search for truth with the worship of 
God and our lives will give forth this 
vaster music in which knowledge and 
reverence are harmonized and the song 
swells with a beauty and winsomeness 
that cannot be resisted. 


Each mind probably tends to swing 


_ in one direction or the other, to mystic 


communion or to scientific precision. 
In fellowship with one another we 
may get the full value of both these 
tendencies and so correct our dispro- 
portionate growth. It is from the 
group which seeks the truth without 
fearand which turns to God in kumble 
devotion that this vaster music may 
arise. In such a circle one supplies 
what the other lacks. To none can 
we say ‘I have no need of thee.” 
Each has his own place in the eternal 
choir. These are the experiences that 
lift us up above the earth—we mount 


up with wings as eagles and see the 


far horizons. And we need both 
wings—reverence and knowledge—if 
we are truly to soar. 


‘Then fancies grew rife 
Which had come long ago on the 


pasture, when round methe shsep > 


Fed in silence above, the one eagle 
wheeled slow as in sleep; | 

And TI lay in my hollow and mused 
on the world that might lie. 

‘Neath his ken, though I saw but 
the strip twixt the hill ona the 

So Browning | makes David, the 

maker of music, sing as he tries to 


And 


‘“He who did most shall bear most ; 


the strongest shall etand the most 
weak, 


Tig the weakness in strength, that 
I cry for! my flesh, that I seek 
In the Godhead.”’ 
So too there comes to is, When mind 
and soul are in harmonious relation, 
the glorious vision of that Love that 


saves through weakness. Our hand 


- strikes the right chord. From our life 


may sound forth the vaster music 
which opens men’s eyes and hearts 
and melts them into_one. With the 
fresh insight given to earnest seeking 
and humble prayer comes the power 
to make others see. What finer thing 
can we hope for than this—if the One. 
whom they see because of the music of 


our lives be indeed Him who is the 


Wow. the Truth and the Life? 


“‘Take from ovr souls the strain and 
stress, 


And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy Peace.” 


#H. T. 


IMPRESSIONS FROM TWO AND 
A HALF MONTHS SOJOURN 
IN KWANGTUNG 


Under the auspices of the Divisional 
Council of Churches of Christ and the 
Evangelistic Association of Kwang- 
tung together with the cooperation of 
our Council members, Dr. A. J 
Fisher, Mr. 8S. C. Leung and Miss 
Katie Woo, Rev. K. T. Chung spent 


‘his summer there. 


The. late Dr. Wu Ting Fang has 
said “Kwangtung today is China 
tomorrow.” On account of this pro- 
vince being the first one in which the 


Gospel was sown, she has many aspects 


of progress which the church in other 
parte of China can learn from. She 


asa rich Christian heritage in her 
own history. 


Mr. Chung spent his time in at- 


tending the annual meetings of the 


above mentioned two provincia] or- 
ganizations and gave a series of 
addresses on THE ‘CHURCH OF 


behind the scenes, 


about seventeen cities, and held 
retreats at Hongkong and Canton. 


The Kwangtung churches as a 
whole, are strong in organizing ability 
and in the service of the laity. The 
Chinese voice is strong; our foreign 
missionary friends act as leaders 
The real strength 
of the church lies in a small number 
of devoted families. The Christian 
fellowship and the unity in Christ is 
feltin many places. In certain parts 
the denominational! names are almost 
unknown by the non-Christian public 
where the name of the Church of 
Chinaisused. The practical program 
of the Christian church really inspires 
the non-Christians, they look up to 
the church for reliable persons in 
different forms of service including 


the leadership of the community in 
social welfare. : 


Since Kwangtung people are pro- 
gressive and practical, the mystical 
element of our faith is less evident 
than among a more meditative people. 
Mr. Chung gathered from conversation 
with Kwangtung leaders, they are 
trying to concentrate their efforts in 
working for a Bible reading and a 
praying church, introduction a larger 
element of worship into the Sunday 
service and the reinstitution of family 
prayers. They hope to hold retreats 
which they believe will prove to be a 


new way of knowing the will of God 


by quiet waiting on Him so that His 
voice can be heard. To feel the 


_ Feality of His presence, and thus ‘to 


tap the Source of power is, they all 
agree, to get back to the real found- 
ation of the church as laid when the 
late Dr. Morrison came to China. — 


NOTES ON SUMMER TRIPS 


Shansi is often called the Model 


Province of the Republic, and in 
some important matters it deserves 
this name. It has orderly govern- 
ment, which has been maintained 
continuously under Governor Yen 
Hsi-san since the Revolution. Usable 
motor roads are maintained and ueed, 
from North to South and Eaet to 
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West of the province, and there are 
many branch roads. Leaving Han- 
kow on June 17th at 11 P.M. I 
returned on July 2nd at 5.45 A.M., 
having travelled over 1000 miles to 
Fenchow and return by two railroads 
and a motor bus line (the latter 240 
li each way) and being on time to the 
minute at every point. Such is one 
of the anomalies of present day 
*‘chaotic’’ China. Schools also are 
flourishing, especially primary 
schools, which in some cases relieve 
the Missions of the necessity of exten- 
ding their primary Education while 
creating a greater demand than ever 
for their secondary schools. 
The Conference of Chinese Church 
‘Workers at Yu-Tao Ho was a surprise 
d inspiration to me. More than 
were present, among thein about 
50 women and a few volunteers, that 
is not salaried, men and women, and 
almost all of them from either Shensi 
or Shansi. This attendance, and the 
enthusiasm of it all, made a deep im- 
‘pression upon me in view especially 
of the fact that twenty years ago the 
Missions in Shansi had not recovered 
from the brutal rule of the “‘ Boxer 
Governor,’”’ Yu Hsien, as a result of 
‘which Shansi was swept almost clear 
of. both Missionaries and Chinese 
Christians during the years 1900 to 


1903. The vigorous Church life re- 


presented in this conference has 
#lmost all grown up during these past 
‘20 years. The problem in both 
Shensi and Shansi now is not so much 
‘how to bring people into the Church, 


a8 how to instruct adequately the . 


multitudes of enquirers and new 
Christians. 


Fukien, the Missionary Commun- 
“ity at Kuliang gave a most cordial 
welcome to the plans of the Council, 
and took up eagerly the proposal to 
-emphasize Retreats and Evangelism 
as closely related to each other. On 
‘three occasions in Foochow the North 
.Fukien Christian Federation showed 
-me special consideration as represen- 


ting the N.C.C., and expressed their 


.fagerness to co-operate with the 
The solidity of the work 
already done, its well diversified 
character, strength in rural commun- 
ities as well as in the cities, and 
' particularly the cordial co-operation 
of the several Missions and Churches 
striking features of 
»dituation. 


_ the soldiers. 


rate just as well, without them? 


The Opium Question is in evidence 
as an Open menace everywhere ex- 
cepting in Shansi where a vigorous 
anti-narcotic campaign is supported 
by the governor and the people. In 
Ichang and Shasi, which I visited in 
June, the trade is rapidly demoraliz- 
ing the whole community and en- 
dangering the integrity of the Church. 
In both Shensi and Fukien the traffic 
has grown within four years to appal- 
ling proportions and has becomes, as 
the Chinese themselves say, the 

*‘rice-bowl’’ of both the officials and 
The open formation of 
vigorous anti-opium societies would 
be construed as being almost tanta- 
mount to sedition. Mr. Pye told me 
that in farmers’ houses he had seen 
holes in the roof and walls made by 
the soldiers who had fired their arms 
to frighten simple folk into the culti- 
vation of the _ Poppy or the sale of 
opium. 

The contrast between the situation 
now and 1914-1917 reveals of the most 
pitiable features of the = present 
governmental weakness and corrup- 
tion. The Christian Community is 
the hope of the situation in all these 
regions, and deserves our special sym- 
pathy in this time of temptation and 
danger. Patience, wisdom, sympathy 
and courage and self-sacrifice, in a 


high degree and over wide areas, are 


essential in meeting this situation. 
L. BR. 


- 


_ THE AUTUMN COMMITTEES. 


a. Introductory | 


, During the week beginning on Sep- 
tember 16th the committee rooms at 
No. 5 Quinsan Gardens were in pretty 
constant use. All the four Standing 
Committees met. On the Wednesday 
a retreat was held at the C.I.M. 
Headquarters. On Thursday and 
Friday the Executive was in session 
all day long. 


Some of us get very impatient with 
sO many committees. Couldn’t we 
do our work much better, or at any 
Do 
they not draw people away from the 
real thing? 
function than registering the decisions 
previously reached by the Executive 
Officers? These’ are some of the 
doubts one hears. 


of their activities and plans. 


Have they any other | 


But there are committees and com- 
mittees. If each time we. meet our 
Lord meets with us, if we hear His 
voice, if we grow to understand one 
another better, if we seek and find 
new light from Him on our tasks, if 
we leave with fresh hope and inspira- 
tion, then a committee meeting will 
be much more than a 
organization”: it will be a spiritual 
event and therefore an important 
factor in work for the Kingdom, 
Probably all who joined in the work 
of this week went away with this 
conviction. 


The central] experience was on 
Wednesday. K.T. Chung gave us a 
remarkable survey of his work in 
Kwantung. His summary of the 
situation there and his keen observa- 


tion on the strength and weakness of | 


the Church brought all into a fresh 
understanding of the life of our 
Cantonese brethren, their achieve- 
ments for the faith, their unity, 
their executive ability and also the 
strong temptations which assail them. 
For an hour or two we seemed to live 
with them, to feel with them, to 
rejoice with them, 

The different standing committees 
gave brief accounts of the main lines 
s. Each 
account was followed by special 


intercession and then by questions. . 


We realized how large an area the 
N.C.C. is touching through these 
committees. Most of the afternoon 
was devoted to an earnest and 


prayerful endeavour to find light and | 


leading in reference to the present 
unsettled conditions in China and 
the duty of Church and Mission there- 
to. When the Executive met later- 
in the week this discussion came to a 
head in the decision to sent out the 
letter to Churches and Missions which 
is printed in this issue of the Bulletin. 
The day was a rich experience in 
fellowship, and one’s only regret was 
that the time was too short so that 
the periods of prayer and meditation 


were too few and too hurried. Such. 


a quiet day in the midst of a busy 
week does much to help us to.see our 
work i in true proportion. 


b. Retreats and Evangelistic ew 
mittee 


Report was made of three retreats 


held during the summer at Kuling, 


piece of | 
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work or that of other 
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Canton and Hongkong and matters to the problem of what could be done 


arising out of them were considered. 
These included 


(1) A letter addressed to all 
Christian workers which is being sent 
out with the approval of the Executive. 
Any reader of the Bulletin who does 
not get this can have a copy on 
application. 


(2) A pamphlet on Retreats issued 
now in both Chinese and English. 
Thie covers much of the ground 
discussed in the Kuling Retreat and 
is intended to help those unfamiliar 
with the method. 


(3) A list of suggested topics for 
retreats with notes as to points that 
might be raised in discussion. 


(4) An approach to Christian 
friends in America in reference to 
the rapid spread of Mahjongg. The 
letter on this subject is printed in 
this issue of the Bulletin. 


Other matters that came up includ- 
ed the appointment of a small but 
strong committee on Religious 
Education, the preparation of a list 
of those who might in retreats, 


suggestions as to pl ves to be visited, 
etc. 


The Committee was ver 
hear that Rev. Marcus Cheng would 
be able in the spring to give his time 
entirely to evangelistic work and the 
holding of retreats. Mr. Brockman 
is expected at the same time here to 
join in the service. Others who will 
give occasional! help include: — 


Rev. H. B. Rattenbury 
Prof. Francis Wei 


Prof. Laura Wilde of Mt. Holyoke 


(spending a Sabbatical year in 
China) 


Miss Ruth Parker 

Mrs. Lawrence Thurston and mem- 
. bers of the Standing Committee. 

The Secretaries of the Council are 
also giving a good deal of time to 
this line of activity. All enquiries 
should be addressed to the Resident 
Secretary either in regard to their 
visitors 
mentioned. < 


c. International Relations 


The Committee on International 
Relations gave some little attention 


in regard to the disaster in Japan. 
It was realized that the present 
situation offered an unique oppor- 
tunity for Chinese Christians to 
express their fellow feeling with their 
brothers and sisters:in the sister 
country. Suggestions arising out of 
this discussion are noted in a special 
item in the Bulletin. The Committee 
is undertaking work with a view to 
bringing together thought on the 
service which China should be able 
to render among the world of nations 
from a number of different centres. 
It is arranging for the production 
and publication of articles either by 
individuals or as a result of group 
study, and it is investigating the text 
books used in China in the teaching 
of history and kindred subjects with 
the object of seeing how far their 
general spirit and method of 
presentation is calculated to foster 


. feelings of international good-will 


and true understanding of the various 
countries described. Let those who 
are especially interested inthis aspect 
of the Council’s work communicate 
with the Resident Secretary or with 
the Chairman, Prof. T. C. Chao of 
Soochow University. The committee 
is anxious to be in touch with all 
such persons and hopes to be able as 


time goes on to help towards clear 
thinking and united action in regard | 


to tnese very important questions. 


d. Industrial and Social Relations 


This Committee through its three 
commissions is touching three great 
questions: The present industrial 
situation, the opium evil, and the 
problem of the Christian Home. 
Plans are on foot for a strong autumn 
campaign in regard to industrial 
questions. The agreed policy and 
programme are printed in this issue 
of the Bulletin. In addition to 
regular visits by secretaries and 
members of the commission we have 
this winter the unique advantage of 
Dame Adelaide Anderson’s visit. 
many years Principal Lady Inspector 
of Factories in England, she is putting 
her unique experience and gifts at 
the disposal of the N.C.C. for several 
months. Her plans are being made 
through this office. She is willing to 
visit centres with a view to investigat- 
ing and advising on conditions, and 


(brother to the Rev. 8. Peter Chuan) 


For 


will give talks to small groups or 
lectures to well-prepared classes by 
arrangement. Public meetings and 
large audiences are not her particular 
line. By the study of conditions, 
interviews with individuals and with 
smaller groups she can help us in an 
unique way in tackling the intricate 
questions which confront us in China, 
Dr. Hodgkin is now giving part time 
to this aspect of the work and in this 
connection 1s Visiting Peking for @ 
conference of those engaged in 
mission industrial enterprises this 
month. 


The opium question is being pushed 
forward vigorously by the Peking 
committee. Plans were. put forward 
for approaching a well-known Chinese 
doctor with a view to his cooperating 
in this service. Before these were 
carried into effect news reached 
Shanghai that Dr. Chuan of Pekin 


was ready to serve in this capacity. 

We are delighted to have this news 
and trust that his work will be backed 
up all over China by prayer and 
effort. News from London and 
Geneva shows how much hangs on 
China’s efforts in this matter. This 
problem is world-wide. China héas 
once before led the nations in her 
courageous stand. Now'is the time 
for her to do so again. 

The Commission on the Christian | 
Home is just organizing. It is seeki 
to get out a truly Chinese policy an 
programme. Miss Fan, who heads. 
up this work, will be very grateful for 
any information as to groups interested 
who will make any particular contri- 
bution. While a central group is to 
be formed in Shanghai, others will be 


btought together in other places, each 


studying some aspect of the problem. 


e. The Church and Rural Problems. 


This committee met for an all day 
session on September 17. Rev. K. T. 
Chung, Rev. 8S. C. Hwang, Prof. 
Reisner, Prof. Groff, Dr. Lewis were 
the members present, Rev. Bryson, 


Rev. Whitaker and Prof. Buck were: 


asked to give special] reports, and 
were later elected to membership on: 
the committee. | 

The situation regarding the Rural 
Church was considered. Mr. Chung 
emphasized the fact that China is 
really in the villages, and yet the 
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ehurcb has not touched the fringe of 
the village life. ‘The village church 
is copying the city church, and the 
city church is copying the church of 
the West,” said he. ‘‘The church, 
through her schools is taking the men 
from the country, and they never go 


back.”’ 


Prof, Buck brought a careful survey 
of the farmers around Wuhu,. in 
which he showed the poverty, the 
lack of good management, and the 
lack .of moral life among this class. 
He has made plans for a wider survey 
of the problem. 


_ The committee plans to bring this 
root problem to the attention of the 
¢ehurch in China through pamphlets, 
through lectures at conferences and 
through the rural departments of the 
colleges, Mr. Bryson has followed the 
suggestions of Mr. Sydney Clarke, 
and at Tsangchow, Shantung has 


worked out a helpful experiment. 


‘There are at any rate two Christian 
_ willages in China, one in Fukien and 
one in Shensi. The committee hopes 
to let all who’are interested know 
fully about the church in these centers. 
If you who receive the Bulletin know 
of other centers, please write us about 


them. 
f. Work Among Buddhists 


Owing to the impossibility of 
several members of the committee 


attending a meeting called for this 


time, an informal meeting was held 
on September 20th at the Y.M.C.A, 


cafe where Rev. T. K. Shen, Rev. 


Shen Wen Ching, Mr.. Karl L. Rei- 
chelt, with the secretaries of the 
Council, Bishop Roots, Dr. Hodgkin 
and Rev. K. T. Chung, were present. 


Mr. Reichelt gave a very interesting 
~geport of his work in Nanking where 


he has already had from 250 to 300. 


visitors from different religious sects, 
Buddhists, Taoists and a society for 
‘Moral uplift. He has an open recep- 
tion hall to receive pious friends from 
different parts of China, and a hall of 
hospitality to entertainthem in. He 
Opening a regular religious in- 
struction class and alsoSunday services 
in their own chapel. This work will 
de officially recognized as the work 
ef the Lutheran chureh, Their 


@otieties both from Europe 


America, are supporting them, though 
not till after the New Year. Mean- 
time they are in need of heip. 


Through the recommendation of 
this informal ineeting, the executive 
of the N.C.C. has appointed Dr. A. J. 
Bowen to serve as chairman and the 
following persons are being added 
Rev. Wang Tze Sing of Nanking, as 
a member, and Rey. F. W.5S. O'Neill. 
Prof. K. B. Westman, Prof. A. Hertz- 
berg, Rev. C. W. Waidtlaw as corres- 
ponding members. This committee 
reluctantly released Mr. Elliott of 


_Amoy from membership. 


It was decided that on November 
26th, 1923, thie committee will have 
its initail meeting at Mr. Reichelt’s 
mission in Nanking holding a one 
day retreat, the local members sery- 
ing as the committee on arrange- 
ments. 


g. The Executive Committee 


Most readers of the Bulletin will 
know that the chairman of the com- 
mittee, Dr. David, Yui, has been laid 
aside for a while by illness. He was 
much missed at this meeting and Dr. 
Balme, the vice-chairman, paid him 
a friendly visit to convey our greetings 
to him. We are giad to know that 
he is making progress though it must 
be a good while before we can again 
have his full cooperation. 


The executive committee gave a 
large amount of time to a review of 


the work of various committees and 


to acting On several matters brought 
forward from them. A committee on 
Survey was appointed of which Mr. 
J. W. Dovey is chairman. He is 
giving a good deal of time to helping 
in plans for a wider use of the Survey. 
Certain sections are being reprinted 
(the English edition having been sold 
out) and plans have been made for 
preparing sermon material and pro- 
blems for study groups in which the 
Survey isfreely used. The committee 
is also considering how to keep it up- 
to-date, and what further use can be 
made of the Commission Reports 
presented to the National Christian 
Conference last year. 


Report was made of very valuable 
work done by Mr. Beaman in reor- 
ganizing and overseeing the accounts 


‘which are now being kept in our own 


office. For Miss Kelly’s place on the 
N.C.C. Rev. Edwin Marx of Nanking 
was nominated and Miss Luella Miner 
was elected to the place on the ex- 
ecutive vacated by Bishop Roots’ 
appointment to secretariat. 
Other vacancies were referred to the 
nominating groups. 


N.C.C. representatives’ were 
pointed as under:— 


To the Y.M.C.A., triennial convention 
Dr. A. J. Fisher, 


To the Y.W.C.A. triennial convention 
Dr. H. T. Hodgkin, 


To the Foochow Methodist Jnbilee 
Miss Y. J.. Fan. 


Report was made that Kuliang 
missionaries had asked the Council 
to try to arrange for a speaker or 
speakers to the summer convention 
next year, and that the Kuling 
convention committee had appointed 
Bishop Roots as chairman, Mr. 
Lobenstine as secretary and Egbert 
Hayes and Dr. T. UHodgkin 
to act with them as an executive 
committee. These responsible duties 
for the missionary community are 
undertaken under a sense of divine 
leading and have by no means been 
sought by the Council or its officers. 


The executive felt it would be a 
great help to have a correspondent, 
both Chinese and foreign, in every 
centre where fhere is organized 
Christian work in China. Such 
correspondents would undertake to 
pass on to others in that centre news 
of the N.C. C. and of special activities 


such as the anti-opium campaign, 


the Japan relief fund, etc., ete. 
WILL ALL WHO READ. THIS 
TAKE SPECIAL NOTE, CONS IDER 
WHATCAN BE DONE IN THEIR 


LOCALITY AND COMMUNICATE 


WITH THE OFFICE, either offering 
for this work, suggesting another 


person or informing us of steps taken © 


to appoint a correspondent. 


The International Missionary 
Council desires to have full informa- 
tion on present facilities for training 
missionaries in the field and future 
prospects, and also to gain some idea 
of what is felt to be desirable. The 
matter is refered to the secretaries 
for study and report. All who have 
ideas on this matter should com- 
municate with the Resident Secretary. 
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A brief statement of the Council’s 
work and constitution has _ been 


* prepared and will be sent to those who 


ask for it. It is specially intended 
for friends at home, board members 
and others who have not much time 
to scan long documents but who want 
to have a clear idea of what the 
Council is and is seeking to do. 


These notes give a very inadequate 
account of two full days of meeting, 
but will serve to show something of 
the variety of the work. Special 
action taken can be studied in other 
parts of this issue e. g. the letter on 
the present situation in China which 
was the result of some hours of 
prayerful thought and discussion. 


THE JAPANESE EARTHQUAKE 
AND FIRE. 


Widespread interest and sympathy 
on account of this terrible disaster is 
being manifested among the Chinese 
Christians. Almost at once it was 
realized at the N.C. C. office that 
there was a demand for a national 
fund for relief. Letters and telegrams 
were sent to various centres and a 
longer statenient has been prepared 
with fall details. Money is already 
coming in freelygand over $2700 
have been received at the time of 
going to press. The money will be 
distributed through the Central 
Committee of Japanese Christians 
which is being formed to deal with 
the situation. The bodily needs of 
Christians as well as of other 
Japanese are being met fairly fully 
from public funds. Probably most 


of this fund will go to meet the urgent 


need for places of worship, many of 
which have been totally destroyed. — 


Perhaps the most significant thing 
is the spontaneous desire among 
Chinese Christians to express their 
sympathy towards these sufferers. 
At the instance of the Chairman of 
our International Committee a 
cablegram was sent to the Chairman 
of the Federation of Japanese 
Churches within a few days of the 
news reaching us. It is clear that 
now is the time to show our brethren 
in Japan that love and sympathy 


been known. 


which knows no national frontiers. 
The N. ©. C. executive decided to 
plan for a deputation of. Chinese 
Christian leaders to visit Japan on a 
mission of comfort and hope as soon 
as conditions permit. 


THOUGHTS ARISING FROM THE 
LINCHENG AFFAIR 


( Translation ) 


Since the attack by the bandits of 
Lincheng the position of China in 
relation to other nations has been a 
serious one. The writer as Com- 
missioner of Foreign Affairs took 
the risk of looking into this affair 
and was able to make terms with the 
bandits. Fortunately the bandits 
followed these plans faithfully and 
the Chinese and foreign captives 


- have all been set free, a very happy 


result. The writer stayed at Tsao- 
chuang for a whole month and visit- 
ed the bandit haunts and came to 
know the causes which led to the 
men taking up banditry. He is 
therefore relating what he himself 
saw at Linpcheng and his feelings 
towards the people, in order that 
others too may study this problem. 
There is no attempt to repeat much 
that has already been made public. 
The characteristic violence of the 


people of these three districts in 


Shantung—Yen, I and Tsao—has long 
Yet these people were 
not born to a life of banditry. They 
have taken it up as a result of 
poverty and lack of education. The 
bandits have caused many troubles 
in the country and have therefore 
been hated by the people. Before 
visiting them himself the writer 
entertained such hatred in his own 
heart, but when he saw the people in 
their own surroundings, pity and 
sympathy at once took the place of 
hatred. The condition of these peo- 
ple was indéed desperate as‘ to 
clothing, food and shelter, their 
standard of living being even lower 
than that of the lowest class of 
coolies in Kiangsu-and Chekiang. 
Without the ordinary joys of living 
and reduced to what might be.called 
a living death, they turned to 
violence and cruelty. If they could 


» 


but protect themselves in their 


wretched dens they might at least 
continue to live. While apparently 
in this world it seemed rather as if 
they were in hell. 


The mountain occupied by the 
bandits is called Paotseku and there 
are more than 60 villages lying 
around its precjpitous crags. Nearly 
all the people are farmers. 
rich families of great influence and 
very avaricious have compelled the 
smaller farmers to sell their land, 
thus driving them from their work 
and leaving them without occupation. 
Having no skill in other directions 


-they had no means:of earning a liveli- 


hood and’ were driven to a life of 
banditry. A few indeed were able 
to turn to other occupations, working 
for example as miners in the coal 
mines at a depth of 90 feet where ag 
employees of the Chung Hsing Com- 
pany they receive some 38 coppers 
for a 12-hour working day. ‘The food 
of these people all the year round 
consisted of cakes made of kaoliang 
or wheat with onions and water. 
The latter they could not boil and 
was often very dirty. Beyond this 
they had no food of any kind and 
even such food could only be obtain- 
ed by those who got work. The 
privation of the many who were 
without work was indescribable. 
Even under these circumstances these 
people would not have been a danger 
had they been confined to these mo- 
untain districts and there might 
have lived peacefully enough, en- 
during these privations or at least 
Only causing local trouble. But 
in recent years a continually in- 
creasing proportion have become 
soldiers and while still ignorant 
their knowledge of the world has 
increased. On leaving the army 
they found nothing to do’ and so 
joined bandits. Moreover 
several years Chinese workers have 
been returning to the country of 
whom the majority were natives of 
Shantung. ‘These men have tried to. 
secure work but have failed. Being 
men of larger vision, more know- 
ledge of the world and a better stand- 
ard of living, their coming among. 
the bandits gave them a position of 
leadership and so the danger to the 


community was increased. Such are > 


the causes for the sudden emergence 
of the trouble at Lincheng. + 


A few. 
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Within a radius of 100 li around 
Paotseku there is not a single school. 
Less than 20 per cent of the people 
are literate. One day the writer had 
the opportunity of preaching to the 
bandits at Shih Li Ho and he asked 
if they knew that killing and robbery 
are wrong. They answered ‘‘No.’’ 
This may give the reader some little 
idea of their standard of knowledge. 
Aged people came to the writer and 
said. ‘In the villages near by 
scarcely any literates are to be 
found. Within five years there wil] 
be none who can read. We beg Mr. 
Wen to establish schools for us.’’ 


From this statement we shall see 
that unless popular education is 
given both old and young will soon 
drift into barbarism and it will be 
found even more difficult: to meet 
From these facts 
therefore it will be noted that it is 
through lack of knowledge and a 
poor standard of living that peace 
and progress are threatened. There 
is a great disproportion between the 
knowledge in the cities and that in 
the towns and small villages. If it 
is a fact that the education of the 
cities is becoming greater while that 
of the country districts of getting 
less, it will be realized that a great 
gulf is being created between them. 
The one makes certain demands 
which the other cannot meet. Not 
only so, but the whole social order 
will thus be threatened and it wiil 
be left to a small group of in- 
tellectuals to seek for the remedy. 
So we see how it comes about that 
the affairs’ of fhe Chinese Republic 
have been left in the hands of a few 
politicians with terrible results for 
the people as a whole. This wide 
difference between the educational! 
standards of the people is the real 
cause of the trouble. The writer 
seeing these conditions in Shantung 
infers that similar ones prevail in 
Other provinces. His view is that it 


is not so much a lack of higher | 


education, from which China suffers 
as a lack of popular elementary 
education, especially in the country 
districts. He hopes that those res- 
ponsible for education will pay 
more attention to this problem. 
The people of Shantung though re- 
garded as violent and cruel are very 
industrious and can endure great 


hardships. They are-on the whole 


quiet, honest and faithful, At pre- 
sent the remedy would be com- 
paratively easy. Let religion and 
education go hand in hand, the first 
to change their nature and the se- 
cond to change their behaviour. It 
will not be long before these people 
are transformed and enter a new way 
of life. Unfortunately, too much 
effort relatively has been put into 
the religious work in the cities and 
the program seems indeed to be 
upsidedown, the most urgent things 
being most neglected. 

According to the writer’s idea the 
cities might even be left to take 
care of themselves, but energy must 
be concentrated on rural evangelistic 
work, particularly in isolated places. 
More primary and vocational schools 
should be opened so as to impart the 
elements of knowledge and to give 
people training for earning their 
Living so that all may have honest 
work. Through the help of religion 
they will be able to see a new stand- 
ard for their moral life. It may be 
that students in the cities will not 
be willing to take up teaching -in 
isolated villages and the same will 
be true of preachers. This problem 


- must be tackled and a solution sought 


in our training of rural teachers and 
rural preachers. The educational 


tield may be divided into three— 


capital cities, small cities and rural 
places. Graduates from the first 
might be asked to teach in the 
second, and graduates from the 
second to teach in the third. In 
some such way we may deal with this 
great disparity of education and re- 
ligious knowledge and the blessings 
of independence and ‘peace can be 
spread through the whole people. 
These are the steps by which band- 
itry may be overcome and the nation 
be established in security. 


S. W. WEN 
Commissioner for Foreign Affairs 
Nanking. 


THE PRESENT SITUATION IN 
CHINA 


Letter to Churches and Missions | 


Dear Friend: 


~The Executive Committee of the. 


National Christian Council has given 
long and prayerful thought to the 
present situation in this country and 


our Christian duty relative thereto. 


In this discussion we have been helped. 
by a paper by Mr. 8. T. Wen written 
for the National Christian Council 
after his unique experiences in _ in- 
vestigating the Lincheng affair. The 
discussion has been a very frank one 
in which Chinese and missionaries 
have shared equally. We have been 
led to approach the missions and 
churches in China in order to present 
an aspect of the question which we 
believe to be peculiarly that which we 
should consider. To governments, 
local authorities and the general pub- 
lic the duty of seeking to maintain 
order and to secure persons and pro” 
perty from unprovoked attack may 
well be the chief consideration, 
although even for such it is important 
to remember the underlying causes. 
As Mr. Wen’s paper reminds us, the 
duty of the Church cannot stop at an 
interest in the suppression of crime. 
Its causes must be sought out and 
dealt with. He deais with three 
among others, the terribly low econo- 
mic conditions, profound ignorance, 
and the influence of a relatively smail 
number of leaders coming into an area 
which, even with these other causes, 
might without such leadership remain 
peaceful. 


For the church it is necessary to 
realize that lawless persons, even,the 
worst leaders, are not simply “a dan- 
ger to society”. They are also 
for whom Christ died” and whom. we 
are set in the world to seek and save. 
Are we approaching the problem in 
this way? If we do so we may get to 
deeper causes of our present distress 
and make a contribution which no other 
group can make. For after all there is 
no solution apart from Christ. He 
would have us minister to men’s 
bodies, minds and souls in unquench- 
able love. 

We therefore venture to ask you to 
consider— 


1. Whether there is any special duty 
along this line which rests upon 
your church or mission? | 


2, Whether Mr. Wen is right -in 
‘suggesting a disproportionate 
~ amount of work in the city as 
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contrasted with these very needy 
country areas? 


If you decide to undertake any 
special service or make any changes 
in policy after weighing the:e matters, 
will you kindly let us know? 


It need perhaps hardly be empha- 
sized that we have no idea that this 
letter covers all aspects of the problem 
whieh is a very complex one and can- 
not be separated from the general 
situation in political and social affairs. 
All we feel able now to do is to direct 
attention to a special aspect of it easily 
overlooked and in a certain sense that 
to which the Christian forces have a 
peculiar relationship. To put it in 
another way, even supposing that the 
authorities in all parts of the country 
were successfully suppressing this 
lawlessness, would we as Christians 
have no further duty? Do we believe 
that the ultimate remedy is the 
Christian Gospel, and what are we 
doing to demonstrate that belief? 


A LETTER ON MAIi JONG 


To the Federal Council of Churches 


in America. 


The Committee of Reference and 
Counsel. 


The Standing Committee of British 
Missionary Societies 


Brethren: 


. We wish to draw your attentiong to 
the rapid growth of Mahjong in 
America and England and its effect 
in certain parts of China. 


Mahjong is a Chinese game which 
has been played for many generations. 
It is almost invariably played for 
money. The stakes are often very 
high and as much as $1,000,000 has 
on occasion been lost or won in a 
night. It is played among all classes, 
but broadly speaking it is not count- 


‘enanced by Chinese of high moral. 


standing. 
- To our great sorrow the practice of 


played Mahjong for money is increas- 
ing not only in China generally but in 


the Christian Church. Thisincease in .. 


not a few cases can be traced to the 


fact that the game is being now so 
largely p'ayed in the _ so-called 
Christian countries, which is supposed 
to give a certain sanction to its use by 
Christians here. This would be an 
argument easily dealt with were it 
not that good Christian folk are 
among those who are joining in it. 


It is not for us to condemn such 
persons, nor would we say that it is 
wrong to play mabjong. without 
Stakes. Wedo however feel that, in 
view of the terrible curse to this land 
which comes through gambling and 
in particular through this form of it, 
Christian people in England and 
America should seriously consider 
whether they ought not to place a 
limitation upon what may seem to 


‘them to be quite legitimate enjoyment. 


We may remind you that the apostle 
said “‘All things are lawful, but all 
things are not expedient.” In 
particular we believe the facts should 
be brought before prospective mis- 
sionaries who on their journey to 
China may, and often do, learn 
mahjong without having any idea of 
the way in which this game is regarded 


_ by the Christian conscience of China 


and the danger which it is to the 
country and even to the church. 


This letter is the result of a very 
strong conviction on the part of a 
group of Chinese Christians who 
recently met for a retreat in Hong- 
kong. The Executive of the National 
Christian Council, after hearing from 
them, feels it right to pass the 
matter forward for your earnest 
consideration, and it trusts that you 
may find some way by which the 
matter may be brought to _ the 
prayerful attention of Christians in 
Kngland and America. 


COMMISSION ON CHURCH 
AND INDUSTRY 


Policy and Programme. 


The National Christian Council 
seeks to serve the Christian forces of 
China, in matters of common agree- 
ment, by action under the following 
two main headings: 


(a) By seeking. to strengthen 
existing organizations in 
carrying on the work in which 
they are severally engaged, 


(b) By initiating action in such 
matters as lie within the 
_ province of the N.C.C., rather 
than that of any other or- 


ganization. 


The Commission on Chureh and 
Industry lLelieve that the following 
services can be rendered within these 
limits. 

I Promotion: The zone of com- 
mon agreement has _ been 
clearly expressed by the 
Nationa! Christian Conference, 
1922, and reaffirmed by the 
N.C.C. a year later. The 
three standards there stated 


need to be explained, empha- 


sized defined. 
Church needs to be helped to 
face up to the undoubted 
difficulties of carrying out or 
enforcing them. Outside this 
area no clear expression of 
agreement seems yet to have 
been reached. As. it may be 
reached it will probably be 
right to increase activities 
under this head. , 


IL Correlation: Where several 
organizations in one district 
are undertaking work for 
bettering industrial and social 
conditions or relationships, it 
would clearly be well to 
coordinate these activities. 
Further the coordination of 
various types of work done in 

“4 China and the relation of them 
to a common policy clearly 


comes within the sphere of 
the N 


Advice: In several centres 
definite pieces of social service 
are being undertaken and 
experiment looking toward 4 
new social order 
progress. collect the 
material, to give skilled advice 
in regard to experiments and 
to help generally to guide 
local work on to fruitful lines 


would seem to be a much 
needed service. 


IV Reasearch: For all the 
activities we all need a better 


Iil 


are in 
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* equipment of knowledge of the 
facts and more concentrated 
thinking. The establishment 
of a centre or centres for 
research directed towards the 
solving of practical problems 
and building up a truer con- 
ception of what the Kingdom 
of God in China really means 
and how it may be set up, 
would seem to be an obvious 
step towards this — end. 
Whether such résearch work 
would be a department of an 
existing institution or not and 
what the Council’s relation to 
it should be are matters still 
to be determined. Immediate 
steps should be taken to 
forward this matter. 


In following out these four lines of 
service the Commission believes that 
it is of the utmost importance that 
our problems be faced from the 
Chinese view-point. It is easy to 
import a Western outlook and method 
which may make it difficult for new 
ideas to take root in Chinese soil. 
The following methods are proposed: 
Policy and Programme. 


(1) Local Conferences: at which a 
representative of the Commission 
would be present. The main topic 
would be the application of the 


three standards locally. Time would 


be given to explaining their meaning, 
examining into the local conditions 


- and difficulties, and discussing lines 


of advice. These gatherings should 
lose no opportunities for stirring the 


conscience of local Christians and 


others on this whole matter. 


(2) Preparation of Literature: This 
should be mainly directed towards 
three ends: 


(a) The explanation of the three 
standards. 


(b) The publications of facts. 


(c) The enforcement of the 
general principles which 
should guide the Church in 
relation to industry. 


(8) Longer visits to special centres: 
As far as the staff permits arrange- 
ments should be made to loan a 


_ worker for say 3-6 months to a 
particular centre where there is need 
-Of organizing or starting work along 


the lines approved by the Com- 
mission. Such a worker woald 
contribute special knowledge and 
experience and would, for the time 
being, be the servant of the local 


| committee. 


(4) Special institutes or summer 
schools at which preachers, teachers 
and others would be brought together 
for concentrated courses in order to 
help them adequately to handle these 
questions. 


(5) Courses of lectures given in 
connection with schools, colleges 


and seminaries where no adequate 


provision is made ffor training 
students to face industrial problems 
intelligently. 


(6) Foreign advisors: From time 
to time specialists should be brought 
to China to examine and report on 
special conditions and problems and 
in other ways to render expert help 
as the occasion demands and 
opportunity offers. 


(7) Scholarships for special study : 
Promising students should be given 
chances for technical training in 
China and abroad and for a wider 
study of the facts of modern industry 
so that a body of well trained men 
and women may be available for this 
work all over China. 


MISSIONARY COOPERATION IN 
VIEW OF DOCTRINAL 
DIFFERENCES 


Minute 64 of ithe International Missionary 
Council held in Ozford, July 1928.. 


The International Council has 
never cought nor is it its function to 
work out a body of doctrinal opinions 
of its own. The~-only doctrinal 
opinions in the Council are those 
which the various members bring with 
them into it from the Churches and 
Missionary Boards 
represent, It is no part of the duty 
of the Wouncil to discuss the merits 
of those opinions, still. less to 
determine doctrina! questions. 


But it has never: been found in 
practice that in consequence of this. 


which they. 


valuable cooperation is 


the Council is left with nothing but 
an uncertain mass of conflicting 
opinions. The Council is conscious 


of a great measure of agreement which 


centres in @ common obligation and 
acommon loyalty. Weare conscious 
of a common obligation to proclaim 
the Gospel of Christ in all the world, 
and this sense of obligation is made 
rich and deep because of our sense of 
the havoc wrought by sin and of the 
efficacy of the salvation offered by 
Christ. We are bound together 
further by acommon leyalty to Jesus 
Himself, and this loyalty i is deep and 
fruitful ‘because we rejoice to share 
the confessions of St. Peter, ‘“Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God’’, and of St. Thomas, ““My Lord 
and my God’’. The secret of our 
cooperation is the presence with us 
of Jesus Christ, Human Friend and 
Divine Helper. From this common 
obligation and this common loyalty 
flow many other points of agreement, 
and our differences in doctrine, great 
though in some instances they are, 
have not hindered us from profitable 
cooperation in counsel. 


When we have bheen gathered . 


together, we have experienced a 
growing unity among ourselves, in 
which we recognize the influence of 
the Holy Spirit. At these meetings 
we have come to acommon mind on 
many matters and been able to frame 
recommendations and _ statements. 
These have never had the character 
of command or,direction, and it has 
always rested with the Churches or 
Missions to give them, if they would, 
authority by adopting them or 
carrying them into action. 


Cooperation in work is more likely 
to be embarrassed by doctrinal 
differences than cooperation in coun- 
eel. Yet there is a wide range of 
matters such as negotiations with 
governments, the securing of religious 
liberty, the combatting of the evils 
arising from the sale of narcotic 
drugs, collection and survey of facts, 
investigation of educational method, 


etc. which are not affected by 


doctrinal differences. A still more 
imposing list might be drawn up of 
types of work in which impediments 
from doctrinal differences might 
have been anticipated, but experience 
in many jands has shown that most 
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between many churches and missions. 
Such are the translation of the Holy 
Scriptures, the production and 
dissemination of Christian Literature, 
the conduct of schools and colleges 
and medical institutions, and 
provision for the training of 
missionaries. Every piece of 
cooperation in work which the 
Councils encourage or guide is 
confined to those churches or missions 
which freely and willingly take part 
in it. It would be entirely out of 
harmony with..the spirit of our 
movement to press for such 
cooperation in work as would be felt 
to compromise doctrinal principles 
or to strain consciences. 


SPECIAL WORLD-WIDE EFFORT 
OF PRAYER 


Minute 65 of the International 
Missionary Council. 


Resolved that whereas’ the 
awakening peoples of Asiaand Africa 
are now weighing in the balance the 
a of Christ upon their allegiance; 
ana 

Whereas the growth of indigenous 
Churches involves profound changes 
in. the relation of missions and 
missionaries to those Churches; and 

Whereas the demand for education 
_ throughout Asia and Africa calls for 
large changes in the work of 
missionary education and constitutes 
‘a challenge to the Christian Churches 


-to send of their best to aid in the. 


work; and 


Whereas both nomlexiie and the 


opportunity of the situation in the 
Near East constitute a call to player 
for the missionary enterprise in 
Moslem lands; and 

Whereas __ these 
developments raise 
paralleled importance to the welfare 
of the whole world. 

This Council most heartily 
welcomes the proposal to institute a 
special world-wide effort of prayer, 
and earnestly calls upon its 
constituent naticnal councils and the 
boards in connexion therewith to 
respond to its appeal on the subject. 

And that with a view. to concen- 
trated effort, it is suzgested that 


and other 


issues of un- 
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prayer should be made upon some 
fixed day according to the convenience 
of the various Churches or Missions. 
The date proposed is St. Andrew’s 
Day (November 30), 1924—and 
failing that, such other date as can 
be arranged. 


And that the above resolutions be 
committed to the officers with 
instructions to confer with all the 
national missionary organizations 
represented in the Council. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS ' 


A Bible Reading Church. | 


At the request of the ExécutiveCom- 
mittee Dr. Bondfield of the British 
& Foreign Bible Society has prepared 
a very suggestive article on the 
subject of A Bible Reading Church. 
Owing to the large amount of matter 
which has to be put into this number 
and the length of the article itself, 
it has been held over until the next 
number. If there is a demand for 
reprints these will be published later. 
It will also appear in an early 
number of the Chinese Bulletin. 


Movements of Secrcties. 


During the summer the seeretaries 
were scattered all over China. Rev. 
K. T. Chung was in the province of 
Kwangtung and in Hongkong, at- 
tending conferences, holding retreats 
and visiting the country districts. 
Miss Fan spent most of the summer 


| in Shanghai, but visited Wuhu and 


Kuling. Bishop Roots went up river 
as far as Shasi and Ichang and north 
to Shansi where he joined in a 
conference at Yu Tao Ho. He then 
came to Central China for the Kuling 
Convention and retreat, and subse- 
quently went south to Foochow and 
Kuliang. Peter Chuan visited Amoy 
and gave several addresses at an 
important conference there. Dr. 
Hodgkin lectured at two student 
conferences in Nanking and at a 
Y.M.C.A. summer school at Kuling, 
and took part in_ the 
Convention and retreat. 


The force came together for a week 


_or two in September for committees 


Kuling | 
uncertain. 


and are now again separated. Bishop 
Roots, who still carries the double 
responsibility of diocese and N. C,C. 
secretariat, is in his old haunts in 
Hupeh. K. T. Chung is off to 
Szechuen where, with Miss Daisy 
Brown of the Y.W.C.A., he is visiting 
the churches and the Szechuen 
Christian Council. Miss Fan pays a 
protracted visited to the areas round 
Wenchow in Chekiang, presides at 
the Y.W.C.A. Convention in Hang- 
chow and then goes to the Methodist 
Jubilee in Foochow. She is giving 
much time to a study of the problems 
of the Christian Home in China. Dr. 
Hodgkin remains as Resident Secre- 
tary until Nov. 30th when. Bishop 
Roots relieves him and he will be 
free to travel in connection with the 
work of Retreats and Evangelism 
and the Industrial Commission. In 
the meantime he is visiting Peking 
and Hangchow for special meetings. 


Rev. E. C. Lobenstine is expected 
back in January. He has been 
attending meetings in LEKurope, 
investigating the present position 
regarding opium, interviewing Board 


Secretaries and in many ways helping 


the work of the Council. Our other 
honorary’ secretary also visited 
Europe. He met with a very warm 
response in England, Germany, 
Sweden, etc. It is clear that both 
he and our other representatives, Dr. 


Y.Y. Tsu and Mr. Lobenstine, served | 


China right well at the International 
Missionary Council meetings held in 
Oxford last July.. 


Work opens up on every hand. If 
the secretaries cannot compass all, 
they are at least trying to meet. the 
needs as presented to them. Any 
centres which believe a visit would 
be timely should lose no time in 
mentioning the matter, as plans have 
to be made well in advance. - 


Week of Prayer—Day of Prayer. 


Arrangements. have been made as 


usual for the observance of a Week 
of Prayer at the New Year (foreign) 


and full information is being sent to | 
churches and missionaries through- 


out China. Those who do not receive 
information are asked to write up 
for it, as sometimes the mails: are 
Readers of the Bulletin 


will notice that in addition to this, 4 
the International Missionary Council 
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has issued a special call for the 
observance of St. Andrew’s Day, Nov. 
80th, 1924, in order that there may be 
at. that time a world-wide effort at 
prayer for the progress of the 
Kingdom of Christ in these most 
critical. days. We earnestly hope 
that at this time the churches 
throughout China may take their full 
phare in joining’ with those in all 
other lands along the lines suggested 


in the statement printed in this 
issue, 


’ Student Groups in Colleges. 


In order to stimulate a wide study 
of the problems being faced by the 
church in China, the National 
Christian Council has prepared a 
leaflet in which some of thege 
problems are set forth, and has in 
course of preparation suggestions for 
study on each of the six main 
headings,—namely, the Industrial 
Situation, the International Situa- 
tion, the Christian Home, the Anti- 
Opium Crusade, Rura! Problems and 


the Indigenous Church, Deepening of 


the Spiritual Life. This matter is 
being prepared in Chinese and will 
be sent on application to those who 


are interested in starting such groups. 


The idea is to bring back to the 
Council the results of such study so 
that the Council may be kept in 
touch with the thought of Christian 
students and teachers and be helped 
in seeking a solution of the different 
problems mentioned. 


Committee on Work for the Blind. 


This Committee wishes to remind 
missionaries and others that with the 
help of the Mandarin Braille Primer 
anyone familiar wilh the Mandurin 
pronunciation of the Chinese characters 
can teach Chinese blind to read and write 
Braille Script. This places the defin- 
ite obligation upon all those who are 
in touch with blind in China, to 
dispel in part at least the night 
in which these unfortunate people 
live, by teaching them to read the 
literature—mainly Scripture portions 
—which has been prepared for them 
and to communicate with others by 
letters in their Script. Primers and 
other books and all writing requisites 
are stocked by the Committee. 
Prices and full information will be 
give on application to the Secretary, 


ehurches: 


Mr. U. Briner, 3 Hongkong Road, 
Shanghai. 


Resolution on Opium. 


The following resolution (see 
foot of page) was passed by a 
meeting of missionaries at Kuling 
which faced the very serious menace 
to the life of China and even to the 
moral standing of the church through 
the present increase of the growth and 
use of opium, and in some centres the 
persistent efforts being made to force 
this upon the population by military 
pressure. 
observance of a special Sunday when 
preaching and prayer on this subject 
shall be a feature of the services all 
over the country is being initiated by 
the Peking Committee and will surely 
have the warm approval of all the 
Look out for announcement 
of this in the next Bulletin. 


Publications. 


The Council is putting out a number 
of publications which are calculated 
to stimulate interest and help thought 
on different lines. Practically all 
publications are in both Chinese and 
English. Those already published 
are: 


The Country Church and Indigenous 

Evangelism by 8. J. W. Clark, 12 cts. 

_ Retreats— What they are and how to 
hold them, 5 cte. 


Annual Report of N. C. C. with 
minutes of May meeting, 20 cts. 


Brief Statement of N én 
English), free. 


What the N. C. C. is doing (espe- 
cially for students) in Chinese, free. 


Reprint of the section of the Report 
of Commission II dealing with 
economic and industrial problems. 


Article by M. T. Tchou 
The Social Gospel in China by Sher- 
wood Eddy—English only. 
Collective Bargaining by miroy Page 
—English only. 
In course of preparation or hoped for:- 
The Rural Problem in Kwangtung 
by Rev. K. T. Chung 


The Gospel Village of Shensi by 
Rev. H. C. Tung 

Chin Cheng—Fukien Christian 
Controlled Village wha Mr. 8S. P. 
Chuan. 


The movement for the 


Evangelistic Policy and Methods in 


Tsangchow-Siaochwang by Rev. 
A. G. Bryson 
Survey of Wuhu Farmers, popular 
edition, by Prof. Buck 
Founding the Church through 
Village Primary Schools by Rev. 
A. G. Bryson 
Interpretation of Christianity in 
Terms of Society by Rev. R. B. 
Whitaker 
Topics and Questions for use at 
Retreats ° 
Notes on the Three Industrial 
Standards. | 
Through the N. C. C. office you can 
obtain:— 
Minutes of International Missionary 
Council at Oxford, 25 cts. 


Centenary Conference Records, 
which will be sent free to anyone who 
forwards 15 cts. for postage (Hong- 
kong 20 cts.) 


For $5.00 a year all N. C. C. publi- 
cations will be forwarded as they are 
produced. For $1.00 a year you can 
ensure being kept on the mailing list 
of the Bulletin. 


The following are subscribers of $5.00: 
J.C.H=G.M.N., M.S., C.G.8., F. 
E.W.L., J.F.B., G.R.S., 


D., 
H. 
H., 


E.H.E. 


Directory. 


The 1924 Directory is now being 


compiled. Jt would be much appre- 
ciated if new missions not yet listed 
in the Directory would notify this 
office of where they are located, list 
of missionaries, work engaged in, etc. 
It would also be appreciated if we 
were notified of missions which have 
closed down their work. We are 
trying to make this Directory a true 
record of missionary workers in China 


and ask for your cooperation for~_ 


through that alone can this objective 


be attained, 


RESOLUTION PASSED AT 
PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN 
THE KULING CHURCH 
On the 6th of August. 1923. 


WHEREAS, the cultivation, use, 
and trade in opium, its derivatives, 
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and allied drugs are again assuming 
such proportions as to form a deadly 
menace to the lifeof the nation as a 
whole and particularly to the 
spiritual life and growth of the 
Christian community; we earnestly 
believe that the time has come to 
summon the Christian Church to 
withstand this evil in the name and 
power of God. 


WE THEREFORE wmake 
following recommendations, viz., 


(1) That the National Christian 
~ Council set aside a day, or days, this 
autumn when special prayer shall be 
offered by al! Christian congregations 
and sermons preached on the drug 
evil and its menace to the physical, 
moral, spiritual and national life of 
China,and that the National Christian 
Council be requested to prepare 
placards and tracts giving the out- 
standing facts of the drug traffic 
suitable for placing in the hands of 
all Christians, if such be not already 
available. 


(2) That all Christians honestly 
face the present conditions with 
regard to opium, its derivatives, and 
allied and endeavor to realize 


the 


how far they are called by God and 
are the ves willing to face the 
consequences Of a decided stand 
against this evil. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS. 


Prayer is asked for the sufferers in 
Japan. As winter comes on their 


situation will be aggravated. There 
may be some tendency for people to 
forget and give less generously. For 
our fellow-Christians let us pray that 
the movement toward closer unity 
arising at this hour of trial may be 
quickened and that we in China may 
be drawn nearer to our brethren in 
this time of sorrow. . 


he secretarial plans are mentioned 
elsewhere. Especially for K. T. 
Chung and Miss Brown in Szechwan 


let us ask for protection, and for a 


rich gift of the Spirit that they may 
bring a message from the Lord to our 
friends in that distant province. 


The House of Bishops which acts.on 
Bishop Roots’ resignation (for the 


second time) and the election of his 


successor as Bishop of Hankow, meets 
at Dallas, Texas, on Nov. 14th. The 
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui 
authorities in China have definitely 
recommended that the resignation be 
accepted, and have nominated Dr. 
Gilman, now President of Boone 


- University, to be the new Bishop, so 


that all looks to be in order for 
favorable action. But the issues are 
not yet closed. Let us pray for God’s 


continued guidance to those who are ° 


responsible for the final decisions. 
Shall we not continue to remember 


those who suffer from lawless bands, 
rissiopari and others who have 
been captured, missionary leaders 


and committees who have to decide 


on policies, those who must face 
danger daily, the bandits themselves 
that we may learn how to reach them 
with the Gospel and that they may 


turn from these paths to the ways of. 


peace? Let us especially remember 
how deep are the causes and continue 


in earnest prayer that China may be 
brought .back to settled life with. 


justice established and goodwill ‘in 
the ascendant. 


Let us remember Dr. as hie 
takes up the anti-opium work. 


May we pray that Dame Adelaide 
Anderson will be helped to give of 
her rich experience to guide China in 
these days of transition. and of 
industrial peril. 


May we remember Miss Fan and 
others engaged with her in the study 
of the important problems of the 
Chinese home, changing from ‘the: 


patriarchal and clan system and\ 


needing a new basis and a firm 
sanction for morality. 


Let us pray for the great 
conventions—-Y. W. C. A., Y. M. C. 
A.—and that they may be wisely 
followed up-also for the Jubilee 
celebration in Foochow. May -all 
such gatherings be a means of grace 
to many and lead not a few toa 
persona| faith in Jesus Christ as their { 
Saviour, 


The Retreats being planned in 
various centres, the visitors who are 
going to them, the work which may 


follow from them in fresh evangelistic 


appreciate His loving kindness. 


LA 


efforts or in other ways—all these 
matters call for continued prayer. 


May we never forget that a part of 
prayer is PRAISE and that God who 
gives us all things so richly is our 
Father glad to know that we 


oft aware, pray with a sense of 
i, 4, 
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